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Our Vision

Transforming Lives of our learners

We seek to ensure that all our learners receive a high-quality education from expert staff
and aspire to achieve the best they possibly can, no matter their background or ability.
Our learners have safe, supportive learning environments in which they develop, grow,
and challenge themselves. We are determined that our learners will receive the very
best enrichment and opportunities to help them reach their full potential and ensure
they are prepared for the future, wherever it might take them.

ST Transforming Lives of our colleagues

Our colleagues are supported with the very best professional development through our
innovative ATT institute, allowing them to stay focused on learning and developing as
practitioners whilst they progress in their careers. We share the very best practice across
our community of academies to help build systems and processes that really work.

Transforming Lives in the communities we serve

We are committed to actively engaging with and addressing inequality in our local areas.
We understand that every one of our academies and their diverse communities are
different, so we aim to build a supportive, collaborative, and nurturing relationship with
each whilst sharing our key values across our Trust.

Commitment Transparency Innovation and Dedication to
to Education and Integrity Improvement Inclusivity

Our Values

Commitment to Education
Our core purpose is to positively impact the lives of all our learners. Education will always be at the heart of
everything we do.

Transparency and Integrity
We are proud of our success whilst being open and honest about our areas for improvement. Our actions are
always ethical and in the best interests of all our stakeholders.

Innovation and Improvement
We are committed to innovative education- always moving forward and never standing still. Our learners are
ambitious and prepared for a future that is constantly changing and developing.

Dedication to Inclusivity
Our learners are all different and all important to us. We aspire to support, challenge, and help each one of
them reach their full potential, regardless of their background or level of ability.
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Statement of Intent

At Academy Transformation Trust (ATT) we are committed to safeguarding children and young people
and we expect everyone who works within our trust to share this commitment. This policy sets out how
we will deliver these responsibilities.

This policy should be read in conjunction with the latest edition of Keeping Children Safe in Education,
which is statutory guidance to be read and followed by academies and colleges, and alongside Working
Together to Safeguard Children (March 2018), a guide to inter-agency working to safeguard and promote
the welfare of children.

Furthermore, academy leaders will follow the procedures set out by the local safeguarding children
partnership as outlined in Section three.

1 | Our Strong Safeguarding Culture

1.1 Why it is important

e Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility and it is the duty of the Academy to safeguard and
promote the welfare of children. This is our core safeguarding principle.

e In adhering to this principle, we focus on providing a safe and welcoming environment for
all of our children regardless of age, ability, culture, race, language, religion, gender identity
or sexual identity. All of our children have equal rights to support and protection.

e One of the cornerstones of our safeguarding culture is this policy and the procedures
contained within it. This policy applies to all staff, volunteers and governors, all of whom are
trained on its contents and on their safeguarding duties. We update this policy at least
annually to reflect changes to law and guidance and best practice.

e We have a whole school approach to safeguarding. This means ensuring safeguarding and
child protection are at the forefront and underpin all relevant aspects of process and policy
development and operate in the best interests of the child.

e We embrace a child-centred approach and staff are encouraged to adopt the mindset ‘it
could happen here’. We recognise the importance of enabling children to talk openly about
anything that worries them and to feel confident that they will be listened to or can access
well publicised systems for reporting or disclosing abuse or harm.

e This policy should be read alongside our other safeguarding policies, which are set out in
Appendix Two.
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1.2 What it means for our pupils

2 |

We work with our local safeguarding partners to promote the welfare of children and protect
them from harm. This includes providing a co-ordinated offer of early help when additional
needs of children are identified and contributing to inter-agency plans which provide
additional support to the child.

All of our staff have an equal responsibility to act on any suspicion or disclosure that may
indicate that a child is at risk of harm. Any pupils or staff involved in child protection or
safeguarding issues will receive appropriate support.

Our strong safeguarding culture ensures that we treat all pupils with respect and involve
them in decisions that affect them. We encourage positive, respectful and safe behaviour
among pupils and we set a good example by conducting ourselves appropriately.

Identifying safeguarding and child protection concerns often begins with recognising
changes in pupils’ behaviour and knowing that these changes may be signs of abuse, neglect
or exploitation. Where challenging behaviour is presented, consideration should be made
regarding whether this may be an indicator of abuse.

All of our staff will reassure pupils that their concerns and disclosures will be taken seriously
and that they will be supported and kept safe.

Safeguarding Legislation and Guidance

2.1 The following safeguarding legislation and guidance has been considered when drafting this
policy:
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Keeping Children Safe in Education (2023)

Working Together to Safeguarding Children (2018)

What to do if you're worried a child is being abused (2015)

The Teacher Standards 2012

The Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006

Section 157 of the Education Act (2002)

The Education (Independent School Standards) Regulations 2014
The Domestic Abuse Act (2021)

PACE Code C (2019)

The Equality Act (2010)

The Human Rights Act (1998)

Sharing nudes and semi-nudes: advice for education settings working with children and
young people (2020)

Working together to Improve School Attendance (2023)



e Children Missing Education (2013)

e Searching, Screening and Confiscation (2022)

e General Data Protection Regulation (2018)

¢ Information Sharing: Advice for Practitioners (2018)

e Behaviour in Schools Advice for Headteachers and School Staff (2022)

e Prevent Duty (2021)

e Criminal Exploitation of Children and Vulnerable Adults: County Lines Guidance (2018)
e Preventing Youth Violence and Gang Involvement (2013)

3 | Roles, Responsibilities and Contacts

Title Name Contact Details

Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) | Jo Convoy Email jo.convoy@a
ttrust.org.uk

Telephone 01375

371361
Deputy Designated Safeguarding | Jade Smith Email jade.smith@
Lead (DDSL) attrust.org.u
k

Telephone 01375
371361

Principal Fatima Rodrigues Email fatima.rodri

gues@attrus
t.org.uk

Telephone 01375
371361

Safeguarding Governor Stephen Sweeting Email stephen.swe
eting@attru
st.org.uk

Telephone 01375
371361
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Chair of Governors Stephen Sweeting Email stephen.swe

eting@attru
st.org.uk

Telephone 01375
371361

Academy ALT Attendance Lead Jennifer Rose Email jennifer.ros

e@attrust.or
g.uk

Telephone 01375
371361

Attendance Intervention Lead Joanne Sutton Email joanne.sutto

n@attrust.or
g.uk

Telephone 01375

371361
Local Arrangements
Thurrock Local Children’s https://www
Safeguarding Partnership .thurrocklsc
e Thurrock Council p.org.uk/Isc
p
e Essex Police and
http://www.

e The Mid and South thurrock.gov
Essex Integrated .uk/

Care Board
https://www

.essex.police
.uk/

https://www
.midandsout

hs.uk/about
/boards/inte
grated-care-
board/

Children’s Social Care Thurrock MASH 01375 thurrockmas

652802 h@thurrock.
gov.uk
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Local Authority Designated Officer
(LADO)

Sharon Owen

01375
652921/077
38821584

Lado@thurr
ock.gov.uk
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3.1 The Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL):

The Designated Safeguarding Lead takes lead responsibility for safeguarding and child
protection (including online safety, filtering and monitoring) at the academy. The DSL’s duties
include:
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Ensuring child protection policies are known, understood and used appropriately by staff

Providing regular training to ensure staff have relevant and up to date knowledge and
skills to be able to undertake their safeguarding responsibilities (See Appendix 7, Staff
Training Grid)

Keeping all child safeguarding records secure and up to date and in line with statutory
requirements in KCSIE as a minimum.

Working with the board of trustees and local governing body to ensure that the Trust’s
child protection policies are reviewed annually and that the procedures are reviewed
regularly

Acting as a source of support, advice and expertise for all staff on child protection and
safeguarding matters

Liaising with Principal regarding ongoing enquiries under section 47 of the Children Act
1989 and police investigations and being aware of the requirement for Children to have
an Appropriate Adult in relevant circumstances.

Acting as a point of contact with the three safeguarding partners
Making and managing referrals to children’s social care, the police, or other agencies
Taking part in strategy discussions and inter-agency meetings

Liaising with the “case manager” and the designated officer(s) at the local authority if
allegations are made against staff

Making staff aware of training courses and the latest local safeguarding arrangements
available through the local safeguarding partner arrangements

Transferring the child protection file to a child’s new school

Ensuring online safety procedures, including filtering and monitoring



3.2 The Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead(s):

Our Deputy DSL is trained to the same level as the DSL and supports the DSL with safeguarding
matters on a day to day basis. The ultimate lead responsibility for child protection remains with
the DSL.

3.3 The Safeguarding Governor/Trustee

The role of the safeguarding governor/Trustee is to provide support and challenge to the DSL
and the leadership of the Academy on how they manage safeguarding so that the safety and
wellbeing of children can continuously improve. The role includes:

e Understanding the requirements of the Governance Handbook and Keeping Children Safe in
Education

e Supporting and challenging the DSL on the standards of safeguarding at the Academy

e Confirming that consistent and compliant safeguarding practice takes place across the
Academy

e Reporting to the board of trustees about the standard of safeguarding in the Academy

The DSL and the safeguarding governor/trustee meet on a regular basis to discuss safeguarding
issues and to agree steps to continuously improve safeguarding practices in the Academy.

4 | Children Who May be Particularly Vulnerahle

4.1 Some children are at greater risk of abuse. This increased risk can be caused by many factors
including social exclusion, isolation, discrimination and prejudice. To ensure that all of our
pupils receive equal protection, we give special consideration to children who:
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e Are vulnerable because of their race, ethnicity, religion, disability, gender identity or
sexuality

e Are vulnerable to being bullied, or engaging in bullying

e Are at risk of sexual exploitation, forced marriage, female genital mutilation, or being drawn
into extremism

e Live in chaotic or unsupportive home situations

e Live transient lifestyles or live away from home or in temporary accommodation

e Are looked after, post looked after or privately fostered children

e Are affected by parental substance abuse, domestic violence or parental mental health
needs

e Are misusing alcohol or other drugs themselves

e Do not have English as a first language

e Have an Education and Health Care Plan or other identified Special Educational Need that
makes them vulnerable

e Areyoung carers

e Have a mental health need

e Have a family member in prison or are affected by parental offending

e Are persistently absent from school

e Children absent from education (persistently or regularly absent from school)

5 | Children with Special Educational Needs and
Disabilities

5.1 Children with special educational needs (SEN) and disabilities can face additional safeguarding
challenges. Additional barriers can exist when recognising abuse and neglect in this group of
children, which can include:

e Assumptions that indicators of possible abuse such as behaviour, mood and injury relate
to the child’s disability without further exploration;
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e Being more prone to peer group isolation that other children;

e The potential for children with SEN and disabilities being disproportionally impacted by
behaviours such as bullying, without outwardly showing any signs; and

e Communication barriers and difficulties in overcoming these barriers.

5.2 Our staff are trained to be aware of and identify these additional barriers to ensure this group
of children are appropriately safeguarded.

6 | Children Missing Education

6.1 Children missing education, particularly repeatedly, can be an indicator of abuse and neglect,
including sexual abuse or exploitation, child criminal exploitation, mental health problems, risk
of travelling to conflict zones, risk of female genital mutilation or risk of forced marriage. Our
staff are alert to these risks.

6.2 Children absent from education, particularly repeatedly or for prolonged absences, will have
safe and well calls and home visits, at least weekly, to maintain the working relationship with
the academy. The academy will work to reduce barriers to school attendance with the pupil and
their family
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6.3

7.1

7.2

7.3

7.4

8.1

8.2

We closely monitor attendance, absence and exclusions and our DSL will take appropriate
action including notifying the local authority, particularly where children go missing on repeated
occasions and/or are missing for periods during the school day.

| Mental Health

Schools have an important role to play in supporting the mental health and wellbeing of their
pupils.

All staff are aware that mental health problems can be an indicator that a child has suffered or
is at risk of suffering abuse, neglect or exploitation. Staff are also aware that where children
have suffered adverse childhood experiences those experiences can impact on their mental
health, behaviour and education.

Where staff are concerned that a child’s mental health is also a safeguarding concern, they will
discuss it with the DSL or a deputy and record their concern in writing.

The Academy’s Mental Health Procedure is included as an appendix to this policy.

| Children Who Are LGBT

The fact that a child or a young person may be Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT)
is not in itself an inherent risk factor for harm. Unfortunately, children who are LGBT, or are
simply perceived to be LGBT, can be targeted by other children. The risk to these children can
be compounded where children who are LGBT lack a trusted adult with whom they can be open.

Our staff endeavour to reduce the barriers and provide a safe space and trusted adults for those
children to speak out or share their concerns with them.
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9

9.1

9.2

9.3

9.4

9.5

| Child-on-Child Abuse

Child-on-child abuse — children harming other children - is unacceptable and will be taken
seriously; it will not be tolerated or passed off as ‘banter’, ‘just having a laugh’, ‘part of growing
up’ or ‘boys being boys’. It is statistically more likely that boys will be perpetrators of child-on-
child abuse and girls will be victims, but allegations will be dealt with in the same manner,
regardless of gender.

All staff should be clear about the policy and procedures for addressing child-on-child abuse and
maintain an attitude of ‘it could happen here’.

Child-on-child abuse can take many forms, including:

Physical abuse such as shaking, hitting, biting, kicking or hair pulling
e Bullying, including cyberbullying, prejudice-based and discriminatory bullying

e Sexual violence and harassment such as rape and sexual assault or sexual comments and
inappropriate sexual language, remarks or jokes

e Causing someone to engage in sexual activity without consent, such as forcing someone to
strip, touch themselves sexually, or to engage in sexual activity with a third party

e Upskirting, which involves taking a picture under a person’s clothing without their
knowledge for the purposes of sexual gratification or to cause humiliation, distress or alarm

e Consensual and non-consensual sharing of nude and semi-nude images and/or videos (also
known as sexting or youth produced sexual imagery) including pressuring others to share
sexual content

e Abuse in intimate personal relationships between peers (also known as teenage
relationship abuse) - such as a pattern of actual or threatened acts of physical, sexual or
emotional abuse

e Initiation/hazing — used to induct newcomers into sports team or school groups by
subjecting them to potentially humiliating or abusing trials with the aim of creating a bond.

Different gender issues can be prevalent when dealing with child-on-child abuse, for example
girls being sexually touched/assaulted or boys being subject to initiation/hazing type violence.

All staff recognise that that even if there are no reported cases of child-on-child abuse, such
abuse may still be taking place but is not being reported.

Minimising Risk
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9.6 We take the following steps to minimise or prevent the risk of child-on-child abuse:

Promoting an open and honest environment where children feel safe and confident to share
their concerns and worries

Providing alternative, non-verbal routes for disclosure
Using assemblies to outline acceptable and unacceptable behaviour

Using RSE and PSHE to educate and reinforce our messages through stories, role play,
current affairs and other suitable activities

Undertaking a preventative risk assessment to identify places and circumstances where risks
of child on child abuse may be enhanced and to identify actions to mitigate these risks

Ensuring that the academy is well supervised, especially in areas where children might be
vulnerable.

Investigating Allegations

9.7 All allegations of child-on-child abuse should be passed to the DSL immediately who will oversee
investigation and management of the allegation as follows:
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Gather information - children and staff will be spoken immediately to gather relevant
information.

Decide on action - if it is believed that any child is at risk of significant harm, a referral will
be made to children’s social care. The DSL will then work with children’s social care to decide
on next steps, which may include contacting the police. In other cases, we may follow our
behaviour policy alongside this Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy.

Inform parents - we will usually discuss concerns with the parents. However, our focus is the
safety and wellbeing of the pupil and so if the academy believes that notifying parents could
increase the risk to a child or exacerbate the problem, advice will first be sought from
children’s social care and/or the police before parents are contacted.

Record information — all concerns, discussions and decisions made, and the reasons for
those decisions will be recorded in writing, kept confidential and stored securely on the
academy’s child protection and safeguarding file. The record will include a clear and
comprehensive summary of the concern, details of how the concern was followed up and
resolved, and a note of the action taken, decisions reached and the outcome.



9.8

9.9

9.10

9.11

9.12

9.13

9.14

10

10.1

10.2

Where allegations of a sexual nature are made, the academy will follow the statutory guidance
set out in Part 5 of Keeping Children Safe in Education.

Children can report allegations or concerns of child-on-child abuse to any staff member and that
staff member will pass on the allegation to the DSL in accordance with this policy. To ensure
children can report their concerns easily, the academy has the following system in place for
children to confidently report abuse. See Appendix 4, for routes to disclosure.

Our staff reassure all victims that they are being taken seriously, regardless of how long it has
taken for them to come forward, and that they will be supported and kept safe. Our staff will
never give a victim the impression that they are creating a problem by reporting sexual violence
or sexual harassment, nor will victims be made to feel ashamed for making a report.

Abuse that occurs online or outside of school will not be downplayed and will be treated equally
seriously. We recognise that sexual violence and sexual harassment occurring online can
introduce a number of complex factors. Amongst other things, this can include widespread
abuse or harm across several social media platforms that leads to repeat victimisation.

The support required for the pupil who has been harmed will depend on their particular
circumstance and the nature of the abuse. The support we provide could include counselling
and mentoring or some restorative justice work.

Support may also be required for the pupil that caused harm. We will seek to understand why
the pupil acted in this way and consider what support may be required to help the pupil and/or
change behaviours. The consequences for the harm caused or intended will be addressed.

Further information, including the requirements for formal check ins with pupils following any
incidents of child on child abuse are included in the Anti Child on Child Abuse Policy.

| Serlous Violence

All staff are made aware of indicators that children are at risk from or are involved with serious
violent crime. These include increased absence, a change in friendships or relationships with
older individuals or groups, a significant decline in performance, signs of self-harm or a
significant change in wellbeing, or signs of assault or unexplained injuries. Unexplained gifts
could also indicate that children have been approached by or are involved with individuals
associated with criminal gangs.

All staff are made be aware of the range of risk factors which increase the likelihood of
involvement in serious violence, such as being male, having been frequently absent or
permanently excluded from school, having experienced maltreatment and having been
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11

111

11.2

11.3

11.4

11.5

11.6

involved in offending, such as theft or robbery. All concerns are reported immediately to the
DSL and recorded in writing.

| Child Criminal & Sexual Exploitation

Both Child Criminal Exploitation (CCE) and Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) are forms of abuse
and both occur where an individual or group takes advantage of an imbalance of power to
coerce, manipulate or deceive a child into taking part in sexual or criminal activity in exchange
for something the victim needs or wants, and/or for the financial advantage or increased status
of the perpetrator or facilitator and/or through violence or the threat of violence. This power
imbalance can be due to a range of factors, including:

o Age

e Gender

e  Sexual identity

e  Cognitive ability

e  Physical strength

e  Status

e  Access to economic or other resources

The abuse can be perpetrated by individuals or groups, males or females, and children or adults.
They can be one-off occurrences or a series of incidents over time and may or may not involve
force or violence. Exploitation can be physical and take place online.

Child Criminal Exploitation (CCE)

CCE can include children being forced or manipulated into transporting drugs or money through
county lines, working in cannabis factories, shoplifting or pickpocketing, being forced or
manipulated into committing vehicle crime or threatening/committing serious violence to
others.

Children can become trapped by this exploitation as perpetrators can threaten victims (and
their families) with violence or entrap and coerce them into debt. They may be coerced into
carrying weapons such as knives or carry a knife for a sense of protection.

Children involved in criminal exploitation often commit crimes themselves. They may still have
been criminally exploited even if the activity appears to be something they have agreed or
consented to.

It is important to note that the experience of girls who are criminally exploited can be very

different to that of boys and both boys and girls being criminally exploited may be at higher risk
of sexual exploitation.

CCE Indicators
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11.7

11.8

11.9

11.10

11.11

11.12

11.13

11.14

11.15

CCE indicators can include children who:

e Appear with unexplained gifts or new possessions

e Associate with other young people involved in exploitation

e Suffer from changes in emotional well-being

e Misuse drugs or alcohol

e Go missing for periods of time or regular return home late

e Regularly miss school or education or do not take part in education

Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE)

CSE is a form of child sexual abuse which may involve physical contact, including assault by
penetration (for example, rape or oral sex) or nonpenetrative acts such as masturbation, kissing,
rubbing and touching outside clothing. It may include non-contact activities, such as involving
children in the production of sexual images, forcing children to look at sexual images or watch
sexual activities, encouraging children to behave in sexually inappropriate ways or grooming a
child in preparation for abuse.

CSE can occur over time or be a one-off occurrence and may happen without the child’s
immediate knowledge e.g. through others sharing videos or images of them on social media.

CSE can affect any child, who has been coerced into engaging in sexual activities. This includes
16 and 17 year olds who can legally consent to have sex. Some children may not realise they
are being exploited e.g. they believe they are in a genuine romantic relationship.

Sexual exploitation is a serious crime and can have a long-lasting adverse impact on a child’s
physical and emotional health. It may also be linked to child trafficking.

CSE Indicators
The above indicators can also be indicators of CSE, as can children who:

e Have older boyfriends
e Suffer sexually transmitted infections or become pregnant

We include the risks of criminal and sexual exploitation in our RSE and health education
curriculum. It is often the case that the child does not recognise the coercive nature of the
exploitative relationship and does not recognise themselves as a victim.

Victims of criminal and sexual exploitation can be boys or girls and it can have an adverse impact
on a child’s physical and emotional health.

All staff are aware of the indicators that children are at risk of or are experiencing CCE or CSE.
All concerns are reported immediately to the DSL and recorded in writing. Staff must always act
on any concerns that a child is suffering from or is at risk of criminal or sexual exploitation.
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12

12.1

12.2

12.3

12.4

12.5

13

13.1

| County Lines

County lines is a term used to describe gangs and organised criminal networks involved in
exporting illegal drugs around the country using dedicated mobile phone lines. Children and
vulnerable adults are exploited to move, store and sell drugs and money, with offenders often
using coercion, intimidation, violence and weapons to ensure compliance of victims.

County lines exploitation can occur where an individual or group takes advantage of an
imbalance of power to coerce, manipulate or deceive a child. This power imbalance can be due
to the same range of factors set out at paragraph 10.1 of this policy.

Children can be targeted and recruited into county lines in a number of locations, including
schools and colleges. Indicators of county lines include those indicators set out at 10.1 of this
policy, with the main indicator being missing episodes from home and/or school.

Additional specific indicators that may be present where a child is criminally exploited include
children who:

e Go missing and are subsequently found in areas away from home
e Have been the victim or perpetrator of serious violence (e.g. knife crime)

e Are inv