
 

 
 

Department Curriculum Map  

Department Photography 

Skills required: 
 
AO1 Develop 
Develop their ideas through investigations informed by contextual and other sources, demonstrating analytical and cultural understanding.  
 
AO2 Refine 
Explore and refine their ideas through experimenting and selecting appropriate resources, media, materials, techniques and processes.  
 
AO3 Record 
Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to their intentions in visual and/or other forms.  
 
AO4 Present 
Present a personal, informed and meaningful response demonstrating analytical and critical understanding, realising intentions and, where appropriate, making connections between 
visual, written, oral or other elements.  
 

Year AUT1 AUT2 SPR1 SPR2 SUM1 SUM2 Secured 

11 
 
Skills 
Covered 
 

Developing theme of 
Identity  
 
Research a 
Photographer’s work 
Research a famous 
artist/photographers 
work, present and 
analyse using the 
worksheet 
 
Respond to the work 
of the Photographer’s 

Developing Refined 
theme of learners 
choosing (linked to 
Identity) 
 
Choose a refined 
theme within Identity 
Create a mind map 
Select a 
photographer that 
highlights the refined 
theme 
 

Exam Preparation – 
Set Task   
Developing a 
sketchbook of work 
based on a set theme 
to meet assessment 
objectives in 
preparation for 
10hour timed task. 

Exam Preparation – 
Set Task   
Developing a 
sketchbook of work 
based on a set theme 
to meet assessment 
objectives in 
preparation for 
10hour timed task. 

Coursework catch up 
in needed 

NA Ability to think 
creatively, work 
independently, create 
work that is personal 
and meaningful.  
 
A well rounded 
project meeting 
assessment 
objectives.  
 
1-9  GCSE 



 

Take your own photos 
using the 
skill/technique you 
have researched 
  
 

Create a response 
using your own 
photographs 

Theme/ 
Focus/ 
Content 

Development of 
analysis and research 
 
Focus on professional 
Artists/Editors work 

Development of 
Refined Theme 
 
Focus on enhanced 
skills in both 
Photography & 
Photoshop editing 
 

Developing chosen 
theme from set task.  

Final exam 10 Hours 
based on GCSE criteria 
A01, AO2, AO3, AO4 

  

        

10 
 
Skills 
Covered 
 

Introduction to 
photography course; 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photoshop tutorial; 
Photoshop tasks; 
Superhero Mash up 
Celebrity Head-swap 
Inanimate Object 
 

Photoshop tasks; 
 
Movie Poster 
Black & White Colour 
Reveal 
Mood boards 
  
 
 
Photography Task; 
 
10 photos of your 
identity 

Photoshop tasks; 
 
Landmark Location 
Change 
World within a glass 
bottle 
Food identity 
Animal Identity 
 
Photography task; 
 
Shutter speed 
Portraits 
 

Photoshop tasks; 
 
Identity change 
highlighting 
blemishes & body 
image 
 
John Wilhelm 
response to his work 
Photography task; 
 
John Wilhelm 
research and analysis 

Photography task; 
 
Optical Illusions 
research and 
response 
 
Research the work of 
Erik Johannsson 
 
Annotation of any 
outstanding work left 
to complete 
 
 
 

Research a 
Photographer’s work  
 
Research a famous 
artist/photographers 
work, present and 
analyse using the 
worksheet 
 
Respond to the work 
of the Photographer’s 
 
Take your own photos 
using the skill/ 
technique you have 
researched 

Ability to create a 
GCSE project fulfilling 
all the assessment 
criteria. 

Theme/ 
Focus/ 
Content 

Identity project theme 
Focus on basic 
Photoshop skills and 
techniques  

Development of 
Identity theme 
Focus on introducing 
own photography 
 

Development of 
Identity Theme 
 
Focus on enhanced 
skills in both 
Photography & 
Photoshop editing 
  

Development of 
Identity Theme 
 
Focus on professional 
Artists/Editors work 

Focus on enhanced 
skills in both 
Photography & 
Photoshop editing 
  

Development of 
analysis and research 
 
Focus on professional 
Artists/Editors work 

      


